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mon areca palm, which yields areca or betel
nuts, and the astringent juice catechu. see
betel; cabbage palm.
ARECIBO, alirase'bo, a town of Porto
Bieo, situated on the north coast, forty miles
west of San Juan. The town is arranged
around a central plaza or square, which is
surrounded by a church and other public
buildings. The buildings are of wood or
brick. Arecibo is of some commercial im-
portance, but its harbor is poor and can be
entered only by vessels of light draft. Sugar
is exported. Population, 1930, 12,863.
AB'EOP'AOTS, the oldest of the Athe-
nian courts of justice. It obtained its name
from its place of meeting, on the Hill of Ares
(Mars), near the citadel. It existed from
very remote times, and the crimes tried be-
fore it were wilful murder, poisoning, rob-
bery, arson, dissoluteness of morals and in-
novations in the State and in religion.
ARGKENTA, ahr jen'ta, ark., now North
Little Rock, founded in 1870, on the north
side of the Arkansas River, directly opposite
Little Rock. The city has numerous manu-
facturing plants, employing about 4,000
men; large railroad shops, cotton compresses
and cottonseed-oil mills are the principal in-
dustrial enterprises. Population, 1920, 14,-
04S; in 1930, 19,418.
file_0.wmf

file_1.wmf


A RGKENTINA, ahr fan te'~
mh, or the argentine
republic, is second only
to Brazil in size among
the countries of South
America. Among Span-
ish-speaking countries it
is the largest on the con-
tinent, and also the most
populous and the most
rapid in development. Its
length is about 2,209
miles—from 22° S. to 55°
S, corresponding
in length and in latitude
to the distance from
Northern Cuba to the
main part o£ Hudson's
Bay. It varies in width from 1,000 miles in
the north—farther than from New York
City to Chicago—to 200 miles in the south.
Its area is 1,153,119 square miles; popula-
tion, 10,646,814 (1928). About one-fifth of
the people live in Buenos Aires, the capital
city. In some parts of the country there is
an average of but one person to three square
 miles. The distance from Buenos Aires to
New York is 4;370 miles.
Chile shuts Argentina from the ocean on
the west; Bolivia, Paraguay, Brazil, Uru-
guay and the Atlantic Ocean are on the
north and east. The ocean and Chile are on
the south.
Surface and Drainage. The larger part
of Argentina is a low or rolling plain, ris-
ing gradually from the coast to the moun-
tains in the west. In many respects this
plain resembles in its surface, climate and
vegetation the great central plain of the
United States. In the northeastern portion
of the country considerable areas are covered
by the extension of the Brazilian highlands.
A section between the Parana and Uruguay
rivers is low, with the exception of the ex-
treme northeastern portion, into which some
of the Brazilian mountains extend. The sur-
face of the western portion of the country
is hilly or mountainous, containing peaks
that exceed 17,000 feet in altitude. The high-
est of these, Aconcagua, lies just west of the
dividing line between Argentina and Chile.
Argentina has about 1,500 miles of coast
line. It is drained in the north by the La
Plata river system, which consists of the
Parana and its tributaries and the Uruguay.
The most important tributaries are the
Parana from the north, the Pilcomayo the
Vermejo and the Salado. The central part
of the country is drained by the Rio Colo-
rado and Rio Negro, which flow into the
Atlantic. The southern portion is traversed
by the Chubut, the Chico and the Santa
Cruz. Among the foothills of the Andes are
numerous lakes, some of which are remark-
able for their beauty, and in the plains are
a few lakes which have no outlet and are sur-
rounded by soft marshes.
Climate. In location, Argentina corre-
sponds in the southern hemisphere to that
portion of North America extending from the
latitude of Cuba to that of Hudson Bay,
and it has in the lower lands a climate similar
to those regions, with the exception that the
warm regions are in the north and the cold
in the south. The lowlands are divided into
three climatic belts. The first, extending
from the northern boundary to the latitude
of Kosario, has a tropical or semitropical
climate. The middle belt, extending from
Rosario to about the 42nd parallel of lati-
tude, has a temperate climate similar in
nearly all respects to that found in the

